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Powerline Safety Myth-Busters

1. You do not have to come into contact with a
powerline to receive a lethal shock. Electricity can
jump or ‘arc’ from a powerline to nearby people
and objects.

2. You can still receive a shock even if you're
wearing safety gear. Safety boots rated

Powerline Safety - By the Numbers
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3. Even wood can conduct electricity. No matter 1 9 overhead powerline
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the vehicle. Stay inside until utility workers tell you
it's safe to get out.
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Fast Facts

e QOver the past ten years, the city with the highest number of reported overhead powerline contacts
is Hamilton (145), followed by Toronto (111), Ottawa (51), Mississauga (48), and St. Catharines (45).
Powerline-related fatalities occur most commonly in August, followed by May and July.

ESA has received reports that overhead contacts in residential areas occur more frequently in
June, July and October.

e Construction, repair and maintenance, excavation and installation are the types of work most
associated with occupational powerline fatalities.

e Tree pruning, landscaping and accidental recreational contact are the types of incidents most
associated with residential or non-occupational powerline fatalities.



